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Is AIAH v. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
And now, O inbabitants of Feruſalem, and 
men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt 
me and my vineyard, What could baue been 
done more to my vineyard, that I have not 
done in it ? wherefore when I looked that it 
ſhould bring 2 grapes, brought it forth 
wild grapes? And now go ro; 1 will tell 
you what I will do to my vineyard ; I will 
tat cnn he one Fre and it ſhall be 
: and break drum the wall thereof, 

nd it ſhall be troddes um. And 1 wit 
lay it waſte: . res = nor 
digged, but there ſha briers and 
" thorns * Teil of A cu the chu that 
_ thy. rain no rain upon it. | 


JET? 0 know all things, with the ſtrict- 
et accuracy, and infallible cer+ 
SR tainty, and by one intuitive vier“ 
= to take in all events which have 
been, are, or ſhall be, is one of the eſſen- 
A 2 tial 


tial and e glories . Yebs 
| udb, as a Gop of knowledge whoſe un- 
derſtanding i is infinite. 

IT is impoſſible that hs MoſtHigh ſhould 
be ſurpriſed with any unforeſeen e, 
for known unto him are all his works from 
the beginning. None can diſannul his pur- 
poſe, for he worketh all things after the 
council of his own will, I * 
of his heart ſtand. throughout alf genera- 
n 

Tur which i is the moſt con or 
fortuitous in itſelf, or which may ſeem 
greatly, if not entirely, to depend on the 
free - will of the ears creature, if 
ture, is preſent in his all-com rehending 
mind: not that the divine foreknowled 
and decree, put any farther efficacy into he 
event, than by the voluntary operation ' of 
ſecond cauſes to render it certain and deter- 
minate: and where theſe ſecond cauſes act 
wickedly, Gop is by no means to be con- 
 fidered as infuſing the vicious habit, or 
forcing them into a criminal conduct; but 
righteouſly leaves tranſgreſſors who have 
abuſed his mercy, to the blindneſs of their 
eyes, and the hardneſs of their hearts, pu- 
niſhing them for their wilful rebellion and 
impiety. Thus, in the execrable murder of 
our Lord * Chriſt, de 8 tells 2 


Mani and” m., 5 
he was delivered ly the determinate counci] 
and phi of God, and with wicked 

ands crucified and ain. Hot © 1 
| WHENEVE b; 8 — 0 with 
any paſſages of ſcripture. whi m to re- 
— God as ſurpriſed, diſappointed, or 
repenting, we are to underſtand them as 
ſpoken after the manner of men, in 'great 
condeſcenſion to our 'weakneſs and imper- 
Tavs, as to the text, it is moſt certain, 
Gop well knew what IFae would be, 
when be choſe Abraham, and reſolved to 
iſtinguiſh his poſterity from all-the inhabi- 
tants of the earth: thus he tells them by 
the prophet, becauſe I knew that thou art 
_ obſtinate, and thy. neck is as an iron fine, 
and thy brow as braſs : I have even from the 
beginning declared it to thee ; before it came 
to paſs I ſhew'd it to thee : left thou. ſhould'ſt 
fay. mine idol hath done them, and my _graven 
72 and my molten image hath commanded 
F 3 4 * a 


So that there was no diſappointment with 
reſpe& to him; nor did the event turn out 
otherwiſe |. than he , foreſaw. The defign 
therefore of the remonſtrance in the text, is 
to let them know, that nothing had been 
wanting on Gop's part, which they could 
reaſonably expect or deſire, and that their 
off; + — ingratitude 
Adds ii. 23, 24. >» Iſaiah xlviii. 4, 5, 6. = 
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ingratitade was the more ne N 
b purpoſe thi re 8 


« gots 7 ah nicely diſpute e what Gov 
85 3 himſelf, but how the "people 
0 3 


marks, * that in this paſſage, 
« Jeſcerids to ſpeak of 'hinvelf - 
„% manner of men, as he often 
60 te, and is fid to l 
« might reaſonably be expected, 
&« ence of all the means of | 
c he had youchſafed to them; the reaſon= | 
ec ableneſs of the thing is called his Tooking 
« for it, as though he ſhould ſay, it might - 
<« have been expected, from the nature f 
“ the thing, that they who had been kid 
* under ſuch obligations, ſhould 
% ſome gratitude for them, and fo 
brought forth ſome fru to the glory of 
* Gor ; and thoſe words which ſeem to 
« attribute difa ointment to him when "tis 
« faid I hooked, |; 


i Vid. | in locum. ; 


cy to 


accurate divine di- 


int him; but there is 


tended to diſappo 


purpoſe 


ipture which have their 


proved in the people be the 
C 


ſame; as tho it had had a tenden 


. — the divine 


ſi 


intment in the divine mind, 


tion.“ 
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ad eyes or {een 
emo their hebaviour would have 


difficulty. | ww 
Tun words before us are intreduced- in. 
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And this I have the rather 
ive, to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Jure I 


form of a poem, dedicated, as I hymbly, 


Tavs moſt judiei 


Joes that learned and 
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Hz is called the belvved, not only as he 
is infinitely dear to his father, his beloved 
ſon in whom his ſoul delighteth, but eſpe- 
cially as expreſſive of the venera- 
tion for and affection to him ; for N 
was well acquainted with his incomparable 
excellence : he faw his glory, foretold: — 
fufferings, and triumph ed in the thou 
that in him ſhould a the fed of Iſrael be 
Juftifed and glory. 4 
x parable made uſe of is Sn BW 
beautiful, the images well choſen, - apt to Wl 
firike the mind, and the attention, 
* gathered up, applied by the 
eſt capacity, and more likely to be re- 
tained in memory than if unadorn'd with 
metaphor.' 

UNDER the ſimilitude of a ſkilfol care- 
fut hufbandman, taking a great deal of pains 
with an unfruitful vine, Gop, in a moſt 

thetic manner, expoſtulates with his pro- 
feſling 7 go ; that he had done much for 
them, - and might juſtly have look'd for 
fuitable er ; but they had ungratefully 
abus'd- his kindneſs, by their impiety and 
diſobedience. 1 

Tu us, in parable, the huſbandman is 
repreſented as concerned for the ſituation of 
his vineyard ; he looks out a hill, where 
vines —_ _— ang 
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| foatetl and reproved 9 
Jes bill, the original is exceeding ſtrong, . the 

torn of the ſen of oyl, that is, the richeſt 
foil, as tho it were made fat with oyl. 
Thus you know the Lord brought his people 
out of Egypt thro' the wilderneſs, and de- 
ſtroying their enemies before them, planted 
them in a good land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, where they had a rich va- 
riety and large abundance of temporal bleſſ- 
ings, and the yet greater advantage of the 
means of grace, and his ordinances pub- 
lickly and ſtatedly adminiſtered among 
them. 

AGAIN, the huſbandman is ſuppoſed to 
fence in his vineyard, or make a wall round 
about it, to ſecure it from the invaſion of 
enemies, and the rude intruſion of ſtrangers. 
Thus the Lord was himſelf as a walf of 
fire round his people, their glory in the 
midſt of them, and on that glory a de- 
fence ; whilſt, in the wilderneſs, he was 
their guide and guard in that miraculous 
pillar of cloud by day, and fire by night, 
which attended them. And when in any 
tolerable meaſure they kept cloſe to him, 
he ſuffered no enemy to hurt them, and 
cauſed the fear of them to fall on the na- 
tions round about them. 

Nox were they without a. ſufficient * 
curity from the intruſion of ſtrangers ; as a 
n incloſed, they; were fenced in with- 
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10 The Abuſe of Mercy 
E and ſolemnities, to which, none 

acceſs: but the ſeed of Abrabam, or 
thoſe who, as religious proſelytes, were 4 | 
voted to the Gop of Ijraet. 
Morzovs R the hufhandman is ſuppoſed 
to gather out the ones, leſt they ſhould 
hinder the fruitfulneſs of the vineyard, and 
to plant it with the chorogf vine. This was 
true in the moſt abſolute ſenſe of our firſt 
parents whilſt they retained their innocence z 
Gop made man u right, after his own 
image, pronouncing him on a review to be 
very good: and, in a comparative fenſe, it 
was true of Airabum, the reſt of the | 
patriarchs, the immediate progenitors of this 


ng a ; 1 3 were truly 2 perſans, men 


„ walkin 
„ Dn and „ Pe A what 
Was pleaſing i in his ſight. 
I is added, he built @ tower in it, either 
for its greater ſecurity, or at p leaſure to take 
roſpect of it ; obllrving what part flou- 
rith'd, and where it wither'd or decay'd; 
and, that nothing be wanting, the 
huſbandman is fi to build a wines 
r A 
bour and he is 
looking for fruit, but unhappily meets with 
nothing but wild grapes. - 
| Urox which Gep, by the prophet 
bringing home the yon, lodges . 


= _—_— = 


x and. reproves "xx 
geil with the liabtaits of * Yer des and 
men of Fuilah, ſaying, what could have beer, 
done more to my vineyard that I have not done 
in it? Some tranſlate it what ought to have 
been done; however, it is moſt evident it 
gots no fatther than exrernals,' not a word 
of changing the nature of the vine when it 
became corrupt, or of the rain from heaven 
to moiſten it, or of the warm influence of 
the ſun to enliven it. Theſe are known 
to. be out of the power, and therefore no 
buſineſs of the huſbandman. And ſo, in the 
application of it, the queſtion is not _ 
internal grace, but external privileges, and 
the improvement or abuſe of them: Gop 
had done enough to leave the people alto- 
wether inexcuſable; the charge remained 
with them, they had moſt diſingenuouſly 
rebelled, under a flow of unmerited mercy. 

Uron this, in very awful language, he 
tells them what he was about to do in a 
way of reſentment: gu 72; I will fell 
what I coll do to my vineyard ; We 
away the bedge ha "an: it ſhall be eaten 
wp : fern. frets Fd : rages 
— e bor _ — J will lay it 
2 not be pruned, nor digged, but 
= foall come up briers and E will 
aj command the clouds that they rain no rain 


n. 
3 B 2 Tris 
: Verſe 4, f. . an. 
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12 The Abuſe of Mercy 
Tunis was ſoon after fulfilled in their be- 
ing given up into the hand of their ene- 
mies, when, during a grievous captivity for 
ſeventy years, the land lay almoſt univer- 
ſally deſolate : and ſome have thought the 
loſs of the means of grace, and the public 
ordinances of Gop's houſe, which lay bu- 
ried in the {ruins of the temple for the 
whole of that melancholy period, may be 
couch'd in that ſevere. part of the threatning, 
Iwill alſo command the clouds that ny: rain 
no rain upon it. 
Tur account cloſes with an int 


of the 


etation 


Fudab his pleaſant plant: and he looked for 
Judgment, but behold oppreſſion ; and for 
righteouſneſs, but behold a cry. That is, 
there was little or no righteouſneſs, or 
mercy, left among them ; every one taking 


advantage of the ignorant and ee | 


whoſe cry under the heavy weight of op- 
preſſion came up into the ears of the Lord 
of hoſts. 

AND is it not a moſt mournful conſider. 
ation, that this ſhould ever have been. the 
caſe with a profeſling people, a people called 
by the name of the Lord; yea, the only 
people he had then in the apt, a nation 
whom he had laid under ſuch repeated and 


* Verſe 7. 


parable, * for the vineyard of the Lord 
of hoſts is the bouſe of Iſrael, and the men of 


. 
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flated and. reproved. — Ui 
diſtinguiſhing obligations, as one would have 
thought would neceſſary have iſſued: in an 
inviolable attachment to his precepts. But 
oh the dreadful conſequence of . man's ori- 
ginal apoſtacy ! The unrenewed ſinner, in 
the brighteſt ſun-ſhine of proſperity, retains 
the enmity of a carnal mind, and flies in 
the face of his kind benefaQtor ; nothing 
will, nothing can move him, till won over 
by the efficacy of almighty grace, bluſhing 
at his ingratitude, he humbles himſelf be- 
W fore Gop, and chearfully yields the obedi- 
ence of faith. E. ee, ae 
Axp now how ſhould I rejoice, were it 
W the will of Gop, to fall under your cen- 
ſure, as injudiciouſly fixing on a ſubject fo- 
reign to the preſent occaſion ; if with truth 
it could be ſaid,  tho' this might be the caſe 
with J1#ael, its far from being ſo with us, 
that Gop has no ground of. controverſy 
with us on this head; that our fruitfulneſs 
is in a good degree anſwerable to the divine 
culture and expence; happy defireable cir- 
cumſtance indeed } But, alas, who ſees not 
that if ever Gop had matter of complaint 
againſt a people, he has againſt his Rritiſb 
8 rac]; how juſtly may he take up the lan- 
guage of the text, and expoſtulate with us, 
ſaying, what could have been done, or 
what ought to have been done more for, 


1 e ff Moy © 
when I looked for have you bro! 
forth wild ? Ih evidence of which, 
and tht WE tridy be ſultabiy affected with 


it, 1 Popo 


Out a BY, atnong the many 


1. To fingls 
| try which W a ; We have 
from the Han of the Lord. 


II. Id Genz r is we luve reads 
hitn for his gesdbes. 5 
| ut. 8Wow you Whit we thay teaſfbnably 
as due conſequetice of our in- A 
 _ gratitude. And A 
wm WHAY is our duty and Intereſt in 


the preſent ſituation. 


Wut have we then, in the firſt place, 
received Roth the goed hand of Goh upon 
4s 4 & natien ? And hete I pals over the 
tempertate of our air, the fruitfulneſs of 
cat (bil, the advantageous ftuation we are 
in 29 bd cœmmeter, with 7 
bieflings, which, the reach 
li, dae their value and : 
I ſhall Mention, are MH g fa- 


d t all, or iti the 
of 


urs, either not enjoy 
fame degree, and for the fame ſlengti 
time, by any maten how under heaven, 
And b K not truly Worderful ? 3 

1. TAT the nue of ein theukd 0 
eee 


' 12 i > e r _ 9Q eee 


We" fatid and refroodd; 15 
| tat- Nritain and Irtiand 7 _ 

brethren of Now- lingland, for _—_ 
years, I might ſay as to ſame of them 
_— wo = be 
by profane minds, it i 

Y pris oo alle fat, * 

A M the very daun the | I" | 

Wl bad our ieh, n 

niniſtry and writings had 

4 e _ detecting that 

= well as 1 

claborate 9 ng 


— 


2 222 — he — — n 
— - 5 _— —ß—ꝓ—-ĩ— - TT ——C OC 7 ET - — . —— = 
* 8 * * „ 9 
a. * 
* 


16 


Ga ſingu lar in 


truth, * liberty 


among the many of our invaluable mercies, 


 choran, or a maß- bock, but have the ſa - 
cred oracles in their purity and perfection, 
is a bleſſing which I am ſure a Proteſtant, 
confin'd in Turkey, 


The: Abuſe of Mercy 
ſition : no vice known in the world but 
been found with us, and moſt of them 
in exceſs. It has therefore been altogether 
the Lord's doing, and ought to be marvel- 
lous in our eyes; That heaven for ſo long 
a time has been filling with holy men of 
Gop, called his grace in theſe nations, 
of * the divine goodneſs. 

To fix the impreſſion, let us confider 
how great a part of the world lies buried 


in P 1 Mahometan, and antichriſtian 
dar 
hidden ones among them, but on the goſpel 
inſtitution, ſure I am, the balance is greatly 
on our fide: and let matchleſs N 


Wc 


1 will not ſay Gop has not his 


ing grace have all the glory. 
2. TjuaT we have the ſcriptu 


to read them in our. fa- 


2 publickly and ſtatedly 
Wind the ordinances of Gop's 
gens adminiſtered ; are. not the leaſt 


THAT we are not tied down to an al- 


or Spain, would heartily 
bleſs Gop for; and tho theſe advantages 


ritual 


r Candace” ies Mt bite. 


are 
treated with contempt by 1 0 Our an- 
ceſtors, who ſaw; their teachers drove into 


5 to ſeek their ſpi- 


PQ . a Eo... im DX cw nz 
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wand 


a and" reproves 17 
ritual food in the hazard of their lives, | 
thought the greateſt expence of blood and 4 
treaſure little enough for their recovery. 

Many a one of them has been ready to 

fay, give me a barn, or a priſon, with my 

bible, rather than a palace, or paradiſe, | 

without it. | WR. 4 
IAM forry to ſay we are greatly declin'd 

from the zeal of our forefathers in this re- 

ſpe ; but, bleſſed be Gop, tho! the glory 

is on the threſhold, it is not quite parted, 

the candleſtic yet remains. And there are 

many churches among us where the goſpel 

is preached in its purity ; and the facred in- 

tutions adminiſter'd on = apoſtolic or 

ſcriptural plan. Nor ought we to forget; 

. * Taz great honour Gop has 3 

ting on us as a people, in raiſing up ſo many 

ly, painful, eminently ined” nd ju- 
k.0us divines, among us, who ha F 

the glory of our land, and famous in their 

day for courage and {kill, in aſſerting and 
maintaining the great truths of the . goſpel, 
in the face of all oppoſition. | 

3 Tu very naming of them, from the 
reformation to our day, would be the work 

of a volume; but if the encomium of 

foreigners is not to be ſuſpected of flattery, 24 

few have equalled, and, all things con- A 

ſidered, none exceeded them. * 


C Now 
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Now if, ſeven cities contended for the 
birth of a heathen poet, we ought at leaſt 
to be thankful to providence, that ſo many 


burning and ſhining lights have appear d in 


our land. Sure I am, in this reſpect, we have 


been long the wonder, not to ſay the AE | 
ol our neighbouring churches. 


4. ANOTHER national mercy which we 


e ee be afbiint wh, inthe kind head, 


of providence upon us, as to the princes who. 


have ruled over us, and the manner of their 


government. 

Tux greateſt part of theſe, by far, for a 
courſe of many years, have been Proteſtants, 
ar, at leaſt, pretended to be ſo: and when 

any of chem have 
diſguiſe, and attempt to put on us the anti- 


chriſtian yoke, how ſurpriſingly bas Gon 
infatuated their counſels, and Splaſted their 


deſigns, ſpiriting the friends of the goſpel 


with courage, inſpiringthem with conduct, 
and crowning their endeavours with ſucceſo, 


to a degree hardly look'd for by themſelves, 
and mch wonder d at by others. Witneſs, 


to mention no other, that aſtoniſhing revo- 


lution brought about by our luftrious = 
of immortal memory, the 4 the good 


king William. 


Monz over we ought to reckon it a con- 
ſiderable mercy, to have oui lot caſt in a land 
vers we are — by known laws, and not 

d | * 


| 2 x8 


to throw off the 


—— A PER” 
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an arbitrary tyrant. Whatever others think, 
I believe it to be my duty, whilſt in the 


leſs Gop for a good king, and a good govern- 
ment. 
IT m1GHT go on to obſerve, we have had 
health, peace, and plenty, beyond moſt of 
the nations round about us; and, if Gop 
has contended with us as to any of theſe, 
it has been in meafure rather correcting us 
with a fatherly rod, than deſtroying us with 
the ſword of his vengeance : nor are we yet 
yen up to peſtilence, famine, poverty, or 
e Which leads me aa 
II. To enquire what returns we have 


made to the Lord for his wonderful good-" | 


neſs and mercy. 


the account by groundlefs ſurmiſes, or ex- 
travagant aggravations; I ſhall therefore con- 
fine myſelf to a few thin a which are too 
well known to be diſputed,” and are matter 
of grief and concern. to all Wh are ſerious 
and thoughtful among us. As, 
1. Wo ſees not . e ſpirit of 
prophanene and bla is broke forth 
in the midſt of us. 
plain'd of, that the Lord had a controverſy 
with the inhabitants of our land, bn ac- 
count . thoſe horrid oaths, and ſhocking 
| C2 _  mmpre- 


. 115 
übe t the cruel, or capricious humour of 


effion of civil and religious liberty, to 


And here, Gop forbid I ſhould fiyell | 


t has long been cm- 


alas, we are gone much farther than this 


20 The Abuſe of Mery 
imprecations, which have been continuall7 
pouring out of the lips of the ungodly : but, 


in the preſent day; men are not only taking 
the name of Gop in vain, and k ng 
ps 64.1 with his vengeance, but is 
a generation in the midſt of us, who are 
ſcoffing at every thing of a religious nature, 
whilſt they deny the neceſſity, and laugh at 
the authority, of the ſcriptures; they treat 
the moſt awful and tremendous truths cor - 
tain'd in that ſacred volume with the ut- 
moſt ridicule and contempt : ſeyeral of theſe 
have appear'd of late in print, and, to the 
great ſcandal of a nation profeſſing chriſt- 
ianity, viſibly make their court to the in- 
fidels and abandon'd of the age, by. an un- 
common ſtretch of impiety and obſcenity. 
For my own part, when I read the titles of 
ſome modern pamphlets, I ſtand amazed at 
the patience of heaven ; ſurprized that the 
ſwifteſt vengeance does not ſeize the de- 
teſtable authors. 
WHEN oppoſers pretend indeed to rea- 
fon on a ſubject, tho of the moſt ſublime 
- myſterious nature, and treat it with an ap- 
2 of decency, they are certainly to 
| heard : but when argument is turned into 
buffoonery, and men (burleſque the bible, 
bantering the revelation. of Jes in a man- 
ner a Julian or an Hobbs would be * 
2 12 8 2 


11 
of, its 2 grievous indication of the heighth 
of deiſm and prophaneneſs: nor can I think 
the magiſtrate would exceed his commiſſion, 
were he to interpoſe for their ſuppreſſion. 
It is an abuſe of liberty when men rudely 
affront the religion of their country, and 
what has a manifeſt tendency to deface all 
f ideas of the excellence of moral purity, is 
undoubtedly cognizable by every legiſla- 
ture, and ſhould meet with ſuitable diſ- 
countenance. Shall a traytor juſtly receive 
the reward of his iniquity for curſing a good 
king, and the wretch who. blaſphemes his 
 Gop, and reviles his Chriſt, paſs on with 
impunity ? Shall every one diſcover a proper 
Ws for his own character, and demand, 
even of an enemy, to be treated with ſome 
degree of decency; and, when religion is 
the ſuhject, run into a looſe of ribaldry and 

rophaneneſs ? as if we might take what li- 
bath we pleaſed with the things of Gop, 
whilſt we keenly reſent the leaſt appearance 
of incivility offered to ourſelves : but the 
worſt of the caſe is, theſe are careſs d as 
men of brighter genius, who have thrown 
off the prejudices of education, and nobly 
dare to walk in an unbeaten track; whilſt 
the humble ſerious followers of Chriſt are 
born down with contempt, and branded 


with the charge of bigotry and enthuſiaſm, 
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5 2. Is it not a very affecting confideration, 
that ſo great a part of the nation is either 


wholly ignorant of, or- warmly fin 
ſome of the fundamental articles Sri 


ianity, which are fo plainly revealed in 


| ſcripture, and have been ſealed by the blood 


of ſo many martyrs ? aA 
I BELIEVE it cannot with any face be 


denied, that the doctrines of a Trinity of 


perſons in the divine eſſence, of ſoverei 
grace, in choofing ſome to eternal life, of 
the effectual calling of a ſinner by the in- 
fluence of the Spirit of Gop, the juſtifica- 
tion of a believer by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and the affured certainty of the ſaints 
perſeverance : I fay, it will not, I believe, be 
denied, that theſe were doctrines generally re- 
ceived by the greateſt part of our reformers, 
as we have good proof in the articles of the 
church of Bgld yet extant, which are a 
ſtanding remonſtrance to thoſe who profefs 
themſelves to be of the eſtabliſhment, and 
retain hardly any thing of it, but 'a few 
diſputed ceremonial obſervances. 

I TAKE not upon me to ſay how far it 
is true ; but we have loud laints, as if 
the greateſt part of thoſe who ſubſcribe the 
articles of the church are in the very oppo- 
fite ſcheme, and openly contradict in their 


miniſtry what they ſolemnly fign with their 
hands. And if we may credit ſome of thoſe, 


who, 


= 
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23 
who, retaining a love for Chriſt, and long- 
ing to know more of him, go from church 
M e 

ſon exalted in the diſplay of his glories; 
cording to them, I fay, it is a difficult 
matter to find faithful preachers of Chriſt, 
whilſt we have [warms of the diſciples of 
Seneca and Epictetus | 
+ As to. the main of the common people, 
its too evident, what knowledge and religion 
they have is confin'd at beſt to a negative vir- 
tue, with a very ſlender attendance to a form 
on ſome ſolemn occaſions, and a re- 
liance on the of Gop. As. to evan- 
gelical repentance, faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, , and communion with Gon, | 
know little more of them than the be- 
nighted heathen. And I am concerned to 

add, too many of them are taught, by the 
example of their irreligious guides, to make 

a0 at every thing of a ſpiritual nature. 
Anp the caſe is yet wore with many 
who are called diſſenters, eſpecially of the 
riſing generation; ſome of theſe have 
thrown off all ceſtraigts, and ſeem to quar- 
rel with nothing ſo much as the Gop of 
their fathers, Socinianiſm and deiſm are their 
darling ſchemes z and, with many of them, 
W W RIES. if not r, an infidel, 
is to be a man of underftanding; and to 


receive any thing in religion but a phileſo- 
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aten and reprouau. ö 


* he 2 o* Mercy 
ber's creed, an argument of a weak mind, 
not a diſhoneſt one. And its generally 
obſer vd, that none diſcover more enmity 
and bitterneſs againſt the truths of the gol- 
pel, than ſome of the offspring of "thoſe 
who lived and died in the comfortable Per- 
ſuaſion of them. Nor, 4 
7% 2. ARE the morals of the nation leſs 
debauch'd than their principles corrupt; 
witneſs our public entertainments, which, 
according to the account we have of them, | 
(for Gop forbid that any under a profeſſion | 
of religion ſhou'd attend them) would 'make 
a ſober heathen bluſh and be confounded ; 
among which I cannot but mention the 
midnight promiſcuous aſſemblies of perſons of 
diſtinctio ction as a crying abomination. 

As to the Lord's- day, it is generally 
waſted in indolence, or prophaned by jour- 
neys of pleaſure and impertinent viſits; 
whilſt ſome are got to ſuch a pitch 'of 
wickedneſs, that, without fear, they devote 
the facred time to gaming, lewdneſß, or 
drunkenneſs. And now I have mention d 
intempetance, how. ſhameful is it to ob- 
ſerve it ſhould' prevail to ſuch a degree, not 
only among men of every age and character, 
but that the ſex which has been juſtly di- 
ſtinguiſh'd ſo long for modeſty. and ſobriety, 
ſnould of late fo ſtrangely forget itfelf, as 

do wie with the moſt abandon'd in Cinking 
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w exceſs; to their di , loſs of he 
and the reproach, Fa pre Bu rom cher 
families. | | | 
As to luxury in dreſs, furniture, and en- 
tertainmments, its jncreas'd to a degree which 
would be incredible to our anceſtors; and 1 
can't but wonder to hear ſome perſons com- 


ihbly outlive their income, 
_ waſting their ſubſtance in pride and extra- 


- 


\of | 
confine ourſelves to our own par- 
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ticular charges, and negle& to come out 
to the help of the Lord. And it might be 
for our honour to diſcover a proper courage 
and reſolution when we are called by pro- 
vidence, to cry aloud and ſpare not in ſhow- 
ing ſinners their. tranſgreſſions. | 
Wrxx the truths of the day and time 
more cloſely and conſtantly attended to, it 
might probably check and rebuke the ene- 
my, to find that thoſe who are ſet for the 
defence of the goſpel, are ready, upon every 
occaſion, to meet him in the gate. Were 
there a more earneſt concern for the good of 
hearers, and an honeſt plain addreſs to con- 
ſcience; were we more ſolicitous to win 
ſouls than pleaſe the ear, or gain applauſe, 
we might comfortably hope for greater ſuc- 
ceſs, whilſt it would yiew a * re- 
fleQion in the want of it. 
Axp as to our churches, is there not 
ground of jealouſy, that ſome are too remiſs 
in the manner of receiving members, and 
ſadly careleſs about their walk when in fel- 
lowſhip; little, very little, of that ſpirit of 
prayer and ſeriouſneſs for which” our fore- 
_ fathers were ſo famous: few diſcover a con- 
cern whether the work of converſion goes 
forward, and the goſpel be attended with 
ſucceſs, or no: bos contented: and eaſy are 
we if the things ef u the world CO WO 


us, whether Zion proſpers or declines. 
Ap oh what a viſible indolence and 
formality is diſcover'd in hearing of the 
word! ſome are wholly unattentive, being 
abſent in mind, tho preſent in perſon ; 
' others dwell rather on the eloquence of the 
preacher, than the importance of the meſ- 
ſage deliver'd in the name of the Lord. 
And I am grieved to ſay, that many who 
have given up their names to goſpel churches, 
make ſo little conſcience of filling up their 
places at the table of the Lord, as if it 
were a matter of indifference whether they 
fulfilled their engagements in remembring 
his dying love. | 455 hy 

AND whilſt ſome churches are ſunk into 
a. ſpirit of ſloth and formality, it is pity 
there ſhould be any, unhappily grieving 

their miniſters, and threatening their own 
deſtruction, by a ſpirit of. pride, contention, 
and debate. 

As to the families of profeſſors, how me- 
lancholy is the thought, that ſo little, even 
of ih: form of godlineſs, is to be ſeen a- 
mong them? Are not many of 1 
from year to year in the total neglect o 
prayer, and, except a chapter, or a pſaim, 
haſtily run over on a ' Lord's-day evening, 
haye no more of the word of Gon among 
them than „„ £ = 5 
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Fam afraid, if the was put to the 
e of bene under an high profeſſion of 
" godlineſs, how often they are made uſe of, 
and what ſort of worſhip is 'd there, 
the teſtimony - would be to their diſgrace 
and confuſion. Alas! we feem to have 
hardly any defire after Gop, and have 
ſtrangely dropt our concern about an inter- 
courſe with him. 
Wr almoſt is that ſerionſneſs oy 
ſpiritual ſavour diſcoyering itſelf in che con- 
— of ſaints, That deſire to improve 
every occaſion to mutual edification ; that 
tenderneſs of conſcience and holy fear of 
offending Gop, which was ſo viſible in the 
ancient puritans? How is the man of Gop 
to be diftinguiſh'd from the man of the 
world ? Politics and ſcandal have too much 
taken place among us, whilſt religious con- 
ference lies neglected, if not deſpiſed. 

AND what looks moſt threatening is, we 
are, for the moſt part, ſecure and unaffet- 
ed: tho hairs are thus every * 
upon us, _ feel themſelves ſtirred 
lay hald of a TW hos 
brings me 


III. To conſider what we may expect from 
the hand of the Lord, if another and better 
pin i not gun den i. U t of un. 


Ann 
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- - AND this may eaſily, be gather d from 
tending to the unchangeable purity of his 
nature, the jealouſy he has for his glory, 
and the exceeding greatneſs of his power, 
| Gop has many awful arrows in his quiver, 
and can, at pleaſure, draw out any one of 
them. -He is at no difficulty to avenge 
himſelf of his enemies, and can eaſily de- 
ſtroy them, He may bear long, but it is 
not to be expected he will bear always. He 
has exerciſed much patience toward us al- 
2 and ſeems * en laying, bow 
T give yeu. up, bow ſhall I make you as 
Aamab, and ſet you as Zebotm ? We pea 
however without the manifold ſymptoms of 
his diſpleaſure ; for, . beſides . thoſe ſpiritual 
judgments which the righteous are mourn 
ing over, ſuch as a viſible departure of Gon 
from his people, a ſad decay of  the-exergiſe 
of few ſcals to the miniſtry, an al- 
molt univerſal complaint of the want of 
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plaint of the decay of trade, and, in ſome 
parts of the nation, a dreadful ſcarcity of 
proviſion ; but theſe ſeem rather, at pre- 
ſent, to be as ſo many warnings fi om 
Gop, which, if not duly attended to, may 
be the harbingers of his ſoreſt judgments. 
We have heard what he did to his vineyard 
of old for its unfruitfulneſs, how he took 
away the hedge thereof, and it was eaten up : 
_ broke down the wall thereof, and it was trod- 
den down. Laid it waſte : it was no more 
to be pruned, nor digged, and there came u 

briers and thorns in it : and he commanded the 
clouds to rain no rain upon it. And we have 
no reaſon to expect a continued exemption 
from puniſhment, whilſt our guilt is . 

or rather more aggravated. 

War if Gop in anger ſhould ſay of 
orr 1ſrael, © They have done with me as to 
«« reverence: and duty, and I have done with 
« them as to care and protection? Let the 
e hedge be broke down, let no rain fall 
* henceforth on the Britiſb aſſemblies; I 
«© will give them up to deſerved barrenneſs. 


They have trifled with, and deſpiſed my 
e goſpel long enough; 1 will take it now 
«« away, and ſend it to a nation which ſhall 
« bring forth the fruits of it.“ What if 
Gop ſhould pour contempt on the pride of 


the riſing generation, who value CP 
a 


* fattd and "reprovet Jt 


ſo highly on their reaſon and 8 
by ſuffering Pagan or antichriſtian darkneſs - 
once more to fake place... For my own part, 
when I think of the horrid lengths men are 
running in the preſent day, and the fad de- 
clenſion and apoſtacy of profeſſors, I cannot 
but conclude things will not long remain in 
their preſent ſituation ; Gop will ſome way 
or other ariſe, awfully ariſe, and vindicate 
his own. glory: and perhaps this had been 
the caſe to the deſtruction of our nation ere 
this, but for the ſtrong cries and tears. of 
Gop's hidden ones, who are ſighing over 
the abominations committed in the midſt of 
us. Which leads me 


Labh, To a word or two as to our duty 
in our preſent cireumſtances. 
Ap ſurely it becomes us to lay it to 
heart as a very evil and bitter thing, that 
Gop ſhould be ſo. diſhonour'd by, the inba- 
bitants of our land. Let us grieve for the 

reproaches which daily fall on him, and la- 
ment over the blaſphemies of the prophane, 

bows jp t which is caſt. on the =_ | 
Lol Gar Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, and the 

7 — offer d to 4 holy Spirit. We can 
hardly be faid to have a pla zeal for, Gop, 
or love to our country, 1 this occaſion, 
we are; not ready to join the prophet, and 
fay, ob that our beads were waters, and bur 


eyes 
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nor ſuffer an 1 4 to wound our 
Lord, without diſcovering a proportionable 
reſentment." Let us not be afraid of the faces 
of men, but honeſtly reprove immorality and 
| prophaneneſs wherever we meet with it: in 
ee l aten © good conſcience to- 
wards Gov, and it will Meld a comfortable 
reflection in a dying hour. 

LET us deal unpartially with our own 
ſouls, and charging them with the obliga- 
tions Gop has Ta us under to love and 
ſerve him, bring chert to a Ark?" gcooant, 
mquiring whether we have not greatly loſt 
our firſt love, and neglected our firſt works ? 
whether” we ate as ſerious and confeientions, 
as humble and faithful, as formerly, and as 
our profeſſion and . a 
where we diſcover « deſtet, as to the ener- 
ciſe of grace, andthe diligent diſcharge of 
perſonal, or relative duty, let us 
acknowledge it ; nt oy pe 
ko the - 0, TO ty for par 

2 and for 


i holy Spirit.” e 


frye of gr row 
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us : tate with us urdi, and return to the Lord, 
A take away all iniquity from us, and re- 
cei ue ug graciouſly ; and ſo will we render the 
calves of « our lips. And as the reſidue of the 
Spirit is with him, and it, is his peculiar. glory 
to revive his work in the midſt of the years, 
let: us beſiege his throne with united im- 
portunity, and never leave following him 
with our cries till we have # guy” _— 
tain'd the blefling: | Let us take u 
guage: of Daniel and, fay * We ; ga finned 
and bave committed ini 5 4 and have dime 
wicked, and have rebelled, by departing from 
the diuine 2 and ju s, de have 
not obey'd t the Lord. Unto him be- 
langeth bene but unto us confuſion of 
face. Let us plead with him, O Lord hear, 
O Lord. fergiuve, O Lord bearken and do, de- 
fer not, fur Shinn pave Jobs for we are called. 


by thy name. Or with the prophet. Jeremiah, 


© Though our 1fy. againſt us, do 
thou- it for thy names fake : our backſlidings 
are | d againſt thee. 
But O thay, . the | hope of fuel, the ſaviour 


thereof in à time of trouble, why. ſhouldeſt 


oniſbed, . 


thou be as a man aff 
that cannot ſaue? art thou. not 4s per in the 
midſt . e 
Laue ut not. 0 3 

a EE 
„ Hoſea xiv. 2. p.. b Dan, ix. 5, 10, 19. 
© Jer, xiv. 7, 9. « Taiah Ixiii. 15, 16. 
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NL le 1 1 5 thy zeal, =, 
thy bowels, 
Dro, e e 
Doubthfs thou art 3 E re- 

deemer, thy name 1s from everlaſting. 
AGAIN, Let us pray to the Lord of the 
harveſt to ſend forth more able faithful h- 
bourers into his vineyard, and chearfully en- 
courage every deſign which is calculated to 
promote ſo defirable an end. And here Ican- 
not but make an hononrable mention af your 


ſociety, which, for years paſt, has been em- 
Ne to find out young men, who appear 


— grace of Gop, . 
woe nconnget 

EE which, if it had duly, 
baer „ we had not, in 

all probability,” laboured under the reproach * 
of ſo many raw ienc'> novices, un- 


{kilful in the word of righteouſheſs, 


Ws have already Nen the fucceſs of 
this undertaking, and ET much 
more, if the” Lord ſhou it on the 
beans of tho who byve it inthe bd 
their hands to aflift in it. 


tar ok cn ea whey go wat he 
moni biy exerciſes ociety, 

fm þ well e honoured with 
| rune of the cries ee 


To 


To conclude, Let us look over the peo" 
miſes relating to the glory of the latter day, 
and reſt aſſur d, that notwithſtanding all the 


oppolition of earth and hell, ſhall have 
their accompliſhment. * 


Tux church is ſafe whilſt Gop is in 
the midſt of her. 


Zim vi yet be the pair of the wal 


earth. 

Ap as dark as the 2 

ebe bed poi the 

ble-olowers of the nb, and the c., 

ſion of their enemies 2 
In, the expectation of which, let us be- 


lievingly pray, 7%) Kingdom 
D _ 


even fo come, Lord Fes, RED: - 
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